LINCOLN EARLY IN 1861.—PROBABLY THE EARLIEST PORTRAIT SHOWING HIM WITH A BEARD.

From a photograph in the collection of H. W. Fay of De Kalb, Illinois, taken probably in
Springfield early in 1861. It is suppoeed to have been the first, or at least one of the first, por-
traits made of Mr. Lincoln after he began to wear a beard. As is well known, his face was
smooth untll about the end of 1860 ; and when he first allowed his beard to grow, it became a
topic of newspaper comment, and even of caricature. A pretty story relating to Lincoln's adop-
tion of a beard is more or less familiar. A letter written to the authors of this Life, under date
of December 6, 1895, by Mrs. Grace Bedcll Billings, tells this story, of which she herself as a little
girl was the heroine, in a most charming way :

DEeLPBOS, KANSAS, December 6, 1895.

In reply to your letter of recent date inquiring about the incident of my childhood and con-
nected with Mr. Lincoln, I would eay that at the time of his first nomination to the Presidency I
was a child of eleven years, living with my parents fn Chautauqua County, New York.

My father was an ardent Republican, and possessed of a profound admiration for the character of

12



