LINCOLN IN FEBRUARY, 1860, AT THE TIME OF THE COOPER INSTITUTE SPEECH.

From a photograph by Brady. The debate with Douglas in 1858 gave Lincoln a national reputation, and the following year
he received many invitations to lecture. One came from a yonng men's Republican club in New York,—which was offering s
series of lectures designed for an audience of men and women of the class apt to neglect ordinary political meetings. Lincoln
consented, and in February, 1860 (about three months before his nomination for the Presidency), delivered what is known,
from the hall in which it was delivered, as the ** Cooper Institute speech "'—a speech which more than confirmed his reputa-
tion. While in New York he was taken by the ittee of entertai t to Brady's gallery, and sat for the portrait repro-
duced above. It was a frequent remark with Lincoln that this portrait and the Cooper Institute speech made him President.
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